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IAERIIY » BT DR g EREAE AR A5 (B T RIGE T
g L Al - SR > e E R EESEEIE AT EIER - A&
LIRSS » T - (RIS S Fe PR R R T2 °] DU ER U BB i
ZFRRVES 1S - e R R 2R - (RIS By - 52 » 18
BN BUREm MR R IZ RO E B UERBERRA » Il b T LR/ELR S
P BFEESZRIENEE - IR 7 REZRITEL < (Keller, 2006: 259)

(=) IRBECEGHAVEERS - g o e E S giEE (T B &N HA ST
EEMARTZER » AR T LR LR R SRR Y 2 A Py
B WELERR - IR R AT DAY R BT T L& L
HIEATFEZAREAY - (Keller, 2006: 260 )

(=) & FQ%&E@%E&WE%E@B&ZE@ HRUHI R ZE N R E
1Y o SN0 AR RS TEIEE & — M E—MTE) - RERERNZ FZHH
HEVER = OMEE - R ﬁfﬂéﬁgﬁﬁjﬁ/\%ﬁ‘%grﬁ”ﬁﬁtﬁfﬁﬁﬁ'ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁ
JTELDVELRR o IR T L RBANEZ e R E M B FAIIERR - (Keller, 2006: 260 )

B BIE T UEE L > UG 28T r%i%ﬁ%lﬁ’]ﬂ?wﬁZf*J IR
& | ERMETTEIZAEN o MCEHAZTEY) » &2 0E » g RE
HIEN A 2R A 78 A R IR RN 2 A EMOE - thulEsR > SEH
BEBEAMBIETANREAAEE EZEEEN RS - BT G EE AT
B TR B H B ECEZE » TEH ARV ERRRA o (Keller, 2006: 261 ) 2
HREYENT S > BosEmi E R RS B E 2Rk \ﬂ@%?%ﬁ%
Z N EE BRI - RO NATEBHAE TR 2t EEna T
HIEEMRE > MAEEE LR EEER -

=~ LERVE R s ihEm (special goods theory )

Al el USSR~ SRER T LA » Il e LR B IEZE
[l YRR A S AV - 72 “Four Theories of Filial Duty”— 2 HHY i {%—
i %ﬂ%ﬂ?ﬁﬁ%@%{%@ﬁéﬁ MR R B TR (R e — T A EERA (% %Tﬁ
Eimiméa it o 7Lt RS - —@—Miain (generic goods ) »
R Zam (special goods ) » FiIFE FIFH{EAT Af2E - BB A g R Tt A
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FHERHE - WPE B4aY - WFE R A NCRETF2RE R » (Ef T 2 [ A AHRR Y
B RN R RE FR R HEEZ AL - (Keller, 2006: 265-266 )

FLENTREE - BN ERRE RFHIRGMN 25 - [HElIEEHNRERAYL
RREZ 2P EAVE SR - (e R FMEH T - (Keller, 2006:266 ) 752
8RR IREAE S TR AP AT - AR R EIR FEEEWE
HIHIRRE (N0 > AawmeTEERAIA - WHE HE TG T > A 7A e
R R R o -

(ERIR B IRIRER T - 918 k2 AR HRIR SIS E AERS
HEF AR R e SR » W H 7208 SR R 32 SR
HYRF R Ze i o AR BAGHTRIMAR T » F 20 A BB R R s maG SR -

(Keller, 2006: 268 )

BEER RN EENSREERATE TR G E - (HEFZEEBAS IR
ZIERE - Fghied TWELAETE | — R iR AN R BRI T
B — TR ANE - SR — R R e I HPEEE T F 2P B —C 2 A
AEREST SRR BT RIRE H— OB G2 Nk - — » SCRHEYEHTRIGHY
HEF o SN - RCRHEREZ T - EZ AR IR s
LHIFFAF S TG HIGIEOHS - (Keller, 2006: 269 )

DT » 5 R R tnam R B Ryamaa 2 1

Pl M GET AMG

P2 %A ¥ AR A EHRE RS S
P3 34 i RERFRE LA
CH+3 &R/ EPKREFERS

2 - FHRBHFES ? — 038y ErVHEm

— ~ B EIRA TR

AR EE R 7203075 v] LU RSV AR R - BERHy r B g IE T202
A BRI E A TR - (HECEEEBEE O RZ (T HE - 1200
AFEE - MHBBIERER - It - FH R BAVHEA S - R
sy ErRIEHSeH -

SRR S AR BT EBER « — TUEBERSERY
BRI - IE(E AR RO B T - = TUEBAER I T
AR BUHIERSAERIBE TR HIMARER - = TEBESR
@y HEHIEGH B8 FATE) -
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FE T Ry RIS =B HE A PR R B W R A EEE - (H8II2
AEREEREENVHETLH T BB AR REHFEBANEN T - £E
T SRR T R R EAVISEAIE B EAVEE - IR EBsEEar A
FRNBAAEETEE MEZEHREIARBEEMN - RHHRENTEEAR
178 (EEBAEE > CAFEERERHANTEIEH - AR EUHIRE -
A aES - —(EESAEEST - SESHINMAITEE ERERE -tk
e LHVELEE > TTERAVERER & A S AT R A TR, > 1M
EAETEM A RRAVEEHERE T - AR 0 ZEE - BEBRMEE - A
FEAGIERIE T T REE BRIROH S, A T EIRE ) SR TEIRY AN [E R - T
B P RENCRHIRR TS ) BT AEBE TElE ) AYEH -

NIt > SRR AR & e T B PRI T B e S e E AV B ESC R )
KB SCRE AT A B R A B RTE 2R > TR SCRIYRBE AR IR A - It
Hh o B FBHIETR - Wi A Z [ B R AR BIES T EEE LR E
IR AGEMERYE R - NI - BUBIERBE BTGB IE 2 BN
[BR] AT R » Sl ELE R4 -

BN IENE EBEHIHEHE - R A EAIEA S AL EEEENY > £ ER
B WS AT LB ERIE SR AR - 2800 > FEEE R
WEIEASVE R TR BV R N RBE R E A AR - (BEHAVHI A
FEBAVC B BRIV L SECEERETH M A S SCEER R - RIBTTHY
TETHREMERETUES ? B5 2 TURBEREELAGEE—
et e LHYSCRITE ?

s AR SRR B A AT RE L EE L T — AV (RE ZLmAINESE
& > (B DR E SO EAER A FRY - Ry > BAYSCRIEIFREI S
K AR B AR LA F RN BRI B A BR800 > st MRt
TEESFUNPRBE AR Z N ERSE A (ERE - AR I 20 PR R (2= S (]
£ o AEE BT RAE RUTRE R R 2 N BRI R -

BeAh  EERE AR EGEER T EEE MY IERERHE © EafgayEsRd -
R ZBE R R AR > ZRIER—EHAAN > HERMEEREM A Z OVEEZ
> OB st e A AR - RIS AR ERBIMIEE L B
T - 28I - PURGELZ 18 R i Be Ak - ROEAER 5 L Ryl Ry A S 40 /F
Fo i B SV AR 7 UL 1B 7R R R E e DU 720587 - IR
IR E By T 2RISR REE 2

= Y ERA (R

S T FRFRARAHR B (e B2 O AR A - I DU E ARk e anam Al
HE o (EI » FEN YRS T O B G AR ARAY AR E - (OSSR B IR
ARBE R A FN ELERERAERY - BOSUEE 0 Ry TG (B SRV ERE R Y
AT aaie - INIE AR E AE A 3REHY © (Berger, 1975: 302) tghEss -
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B AHEISAE A SRR R 2 25 > AT Re LB RN T S i G A N
WEIERS » NI - k5 PR SCEHE R IR CRE » T UEB A EAHY -
TE et E Z N BT E R -

2RI > U ARTS LRGSR TR AR TR B2 E
TEES > W fane AR LEShE R o TRV AN - (S
R AR 2 JHEE - I HAE SRR TNy ERTs - IERFFEH R - 24

T > SRR B RS R SRR EL R Tk 4 S 5 ST
S0 -

SN R T B R A S U TR R oY AT RENE - SR - R R An
AVEFAERT S BFE IR BRI TEh R - NS 2 - (B2 - Rk
HEbR T HAAFTRESS TRV E TR > AV > Rk anH VA E s A R RE AR
JEg T ERY - 30 H > St DU TR = U E Rk e a1 - AT - IR
tite i IR AR EIEL 7

FHR Ry PSRRI R s I EAR TR (R A S IRE R R
THEEINE » DS R B EaE i - 280 sF ik amm—E
= $THSCRIVB RN > AT — i an s o (EISIRRAY R SRR EREIE 5 T
THEREEME - It - RV FEE S PSRV L T Y IEEE
Rkt (AN BRIRE AU A s B R > B Z BRIV R R e hn - DLl
R TR PR RS (R AR BRI SRR (5 - RIsEE RSB AR
P Y R — A0 AT e (R Y15 RS B B B AR S TR 720385 2

= RIREH NS ?

FRSEBAL A REFTA A - A ST AR R PR (R AV A - 28110 -
FTeRHVRTIREE (R FT e BT RAIRE (h ? B(A A S 2 S L2 ? SR BT
FRILA HIEFRE TRPARE (h ? 2 R as E2g 8 evsmistd - nI UG HRI&
HIEFRERIEIE - (AFAY GG EoREAZ B DL TR, R (Bs2
FAERA ARG - melEerAmmamAZll "Rifh ) HEBELS (BIAHY
FAESEREARIEED « BUT - SR I R4t -

B ARSI B R T LSRRG - DU A 2 OV [EIFESE Ky
=5 o mEHBMAZZ 0T EZEA S SR AR S AV - B AFRR %
FERERTEH > ATRE VR HEBIRME THRE 5555 ~ WieEtRERE - mET
e B ELRRSRA A o AR MRVRIRRE (R - AT REREE I EHM i
ERARE PR - TR B RO LR E A HRE (R > S 2 - FIRRE (RI6HY
FHRIS R -

HIR O GUEAIER T 2ERB R MR TR RMIEOL - SRR TRIGRAS 2
DU R AR S4a TRV R IR e i - HAARHE TR S LB R (% - & Ty
PRSI B B R i R EE SR Rl ke in © @ E R miEoE
Ba TR REEER - B EEAHIRALE e B RV EL - NTRIRE
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AR A A IR R R A JErY -

FEP R BT R (ORI B SRR AR A F R R A T4R > TR G A
5% o Pl AL S0 B 5 BN BRI A B o 2 HE (] 38 B Je DARS AR IR 26 75
AVEFAE » afam 0L > B A (S L B R TE e RIE © By
TR BN EE - DU S RS i R B S A R AR S R Fam AR R AR
Ham ey R R Ay B S ARA T BT - M e th i — Ui IR R 5
R ARFRAYBESERS - POl BE A S R B S S B S (] 3 ERE By T LR S
o

B BonsmRREHZF

THPkEE (James Rachels) 7£ The Elements of Moral Philosophy —Z 1 » 44
e e LA R B e R E AT BN o ME0 5 - R HVE I B2 L E eI
b HE AR ER S SE R E R » (B sl ol Ry B fEFE L (e i it
AN EARBEMIEHMRPY (Rachels, 2003:93) - 15 Y » EEEZ SR
F AR AE A FE 2=2180Y - Ik SRR ER E R EE A - DU » S8R
DA B o o TR BB am HYER 3 - G TE B PR S R am iy o A —20 %]
=t e LR IR RS Y A

G am LUEI D (Jeremy Bentham ) FI5fEd (John Stuart Mil) [y A F1<
R o B R B IF AR H A (the Principle of Utility ) 8tz 57 7]
&fE - TEIHVERIERIZE N TE A KSR ES B irI4sE (Rachels, 2003:
92) - R RIS R IR Ry sE e i AL AN (the Greatest Happiness
Principle) - f5H—17 A2 ¥ HVAIIAT e E ¥ EEHEETT - 2RV AlE
(Mill, 1998: 37) - (HAFREID » A A () WETE  BRT72
"2 e EZETER T8 BiER -4 B eSS A
ie FAYREEREE -

11128 K R A — 2 o O e e Y B e B P S DU N = REEAR T 3R (Rachels,
2003:102) :

L FE g R R ks % 244
2. FFEEanTi oovE- e"ﬁ%"liﬁ*‘uélf?ﬁ%ﬂrﬁ'lié A CF F AR
%

3. A B AR ¥ LR

FE TR =(E R - o] DTS 3G s AP M R AR5 2 ER U]
e EFRY > 2R EEEAEZ RS ? BIKINE > AV AR
A —{EPEAE ARy PREE—RE 2 BE SR - EKMIEL - Beimiin "%
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F ) WEDR » E{EERMTEINE AL TEHIR AR R ATEE (Rachels, 2003:
110) - BRI - EHEAF A A A SR EEBDE) - EERMEZ LA
BRIV 25 85 H B RTEIN > sU A RCEE A RS & -

A H - BRI ER AR B E R (% (personal relationships )~ HAlA &
FEESRATAE N —HHY > N EEWE R AIE NI A 2o N AR
% (Rachels, 2003: 110) - 250 @ BEaamiIIL% i REfR 2 E ENEEEA
ATEHIRGE - TEREET A BRR R F SRR R ER B AS T R RS - 8
wo 8 IE R RFIARSR A am T LAY -

& ERAAFEAS BN YT LB Al - BFI e 7RSI Re A 8
—ReEHAE > WIEFTA AR - EMEA EHME R RRR 2 4 &
AT - 28000 > FOARRB LA BN — B E R - MEEWRELIEFTA
HFEF R R BN EEERRAE © R FEEAE AL — (B EE AR
EHEEN A BT 0E - R T L EBH R RS B AL T B (Y 7
1F o

EFFREBE ENFE - SRS - AIEWE LIRAr A B EA A
H—ZEVETREIFRAIA - I H - Frag e et A F U U R R AR
fm o AT ] Aas e sm T Y R AR A RE R (DA TR B A0 © 3
JERZ 2SR - ARGt SRS EE - e BERGSR LRE
B NEFEFHFr > HHEAUEEARNFERTESAEE LAVEE - HIit - 8&
s [\ P RE# S HLEUR 1] URERE T B SRR R B (RU e S E R B e 2 -
PRI > E A N BETT ARGl i SCBE - FERGasmA VRS T - AR LR PR AT
R R RIE S o TR B =R R T TEhmIE R CAY RS
ALEM AT SE A REEREIPEAE A - I - s SR T B S A &
EREEGHT AR E NER E g S RERREEE (5 -

FHR > W sm PR W Eam PR - s S e e
PR E SRS R AR - PERPARSEB AL - At A A & e
FrAREREEE - NIt - SRt RESAEE LR R RSP ARGHIF
£ > Agasmiy LR A AT RESA(E Ryog e RV 8RR - N7 > DUNEE
NS E (Thomas Nagel ) FrfgtHAVTE) & T 1L (agent-neutral ) B{TEfH
¥ (agent-relative) HHAVERS) > KE W BEGamm SRR 2 F - WstlE
T YRR AV Sy B R AR AR B (S B PRV B -

{h ~ B P IIN TR E R A& 7

PR ERF RS EAVTTE & o Ry > — T8 iyl © 2
{TENEARSIAVEE D - e8I —(EEE BT e T B R ~ LR E
TTENEFE > RIS R Sy T T8 I avEd ) K2 AR —(E
BfEAE FBRETEIE EEAHRE - DA ETEIE A RERAL - AIEAT
AT AETEE R fy T ITE AR 5 (Nagel, 1986: 152-153) » 413E(E AEER
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EE LR MRS RE IR R > At A E S TR TEiE ST e tHEm
FEITEIE ALHY - R R A E AR 0 A 1T -

BESN > PRSI R T B A BRI EE FR L Ry 2 £ BIAY (subjective) » {HEFEFEEY
RAEEH B FEREE Y EBE A - A X8 S AR~ SR -
DRIEEAEAE 5 B SR _E 2 A Rz SR AmFARY o {ELPARS FR EOR AT BRI
{5 > (e i S AR B TEE S E LA A S KA - AHY - 178
ErP IRV > FRFIAT AT DR TE A B R (B AV IR AZRES - FRLL - 135
BN EEMER T » SRS TEE P I sl TEIE IV - M B AT E
bR B ALEE -

M (EEL A b R dm I A\ (e dE T ELE Ry — AR PR IR AR - AT
T B AT A R R~ AR E AR - AR DU R
A - 52 - @ETTEIEHERVEL R W TEE A S A RERT - HA
AU - (HE A A\ B EEATTENE FEIERRY RGO BN - Bt FER A =B E1TE
MY E R IR - SRR

ek XEE ABES AR RX-(FEgFP 2)
ek XA hR#* B2 PIA B2 X (FdF4p)

SRRy - 55 BB AV Z Fr ARRIL » 7S A DVEREAER TR TR R+
200 RRCRHTE) - R > 1788 A RSSO A G S 20
BRI > A fTEIRVETEE R R S P TEE IR P AL TR =Y -

FHR Ry AR HE R E DA B L ERITEE AR HYE Y
Fo o WEREREUR T~ IR ARE SR TITEh &R R HIE R
DR HEBA B —REBEAIMARIAN - SR KNSRI AR ERUE
HEIE ERERBHIIRE -

MRHY - FER R e A LR BT DAV & R TEIE L - s
fEg TRE B EAZ RN LG S saamaEzE - MELLAFAIR
HIE B SEamta RAE - JRRI > BT ARV TREETEG IR RIS & 1M LS
BESCH AR A BB (AT EREE R BT -

PRI > Wk s e 5 HHVRITTEIE A B A RS 2 sl &S B LU T anl

dodk AFTE S Pl RE EE 0 E =
ek SEA DI & PLRAE R i

fEEREaE T - B E (B TEhHVER R EF R T A AR > X Fas
Tam Y185 o BROIAGER - S REEANE T ARER/NA - B AHE/ NI
Ko FTLVERE B RS e 0 okl BRATL - [T > BEPREBNE(ETEIA S
] LU AR - (H AN AT TEIRVEL A — 2 RAEA B2 MR/ N
AT TEY © Al > AV ARS8 B AV 2 BR PF - i TEhEAE
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HHER e A e R iRy RO B TN A B B AR

EIEBRAY an e A5 A LR P R AR — 80 ? SEERd Rl A —
JE o SzmamiE ok - BHE AR PREESTRTE R A ERHY - A ELFAER
REHE N BT ARH G E R FEAY - IS 2 BEEREYETE T o 3%
BN PR Ay 2B M B P i B s S sty > AR s ER% 5 3 = HA T8
FEPEAEN  FE0E - FEARSRBHY IR FE R AN BRBERAVRRYE - R
HETHBAEE -

I R AE LSRR T P TEh B S A - AR - T g
MAFTEE AR RO AV e S A e 7 EE - RSB R RS
BEREITEIE S RIS EHEAME « TP AREEENE R
SHVEREE A (personal ) » MAT—M&IE(E A (impersonal) HYEE AL © 1£
BT ATEE TP R TR R AR SR B AR B R B L g A sk
FEARS HYZERME - AL - 1B SRR sl @ A AR 2 A=
HIfTEh & T I ey EERE -

PRI e R AP o FR  TEh & A S AR AT R ILAL - 2R EIARER
— LT FELIRF LG SRRSO BR— LR AR 2 I AP
J& - EEEFBAGHIRDCSGREZ T A 2T RTINS - #EL 2
HEAHRERTETEEBEHE - N > 205 BN AR GRS
AN e DU TEE AR S YR e ol DL R IAL » e AT DR S 1L
SFEGETHIET-F - fTErE HEAVE R Z Fr DUPEL > TR 2 A e s N
& BAVNHEE ARG ESEE - LH > EdiiRNERE SN BITA
A AR AT, AR T — (BR8N RSB - 52 178
HY LA TE A T AV R 2~ ARG -

Ry T RHASEL RS EE R R REE (Christine M -
Korsgaard ) HyfEUEH#E—HINES - RUTFERITEIE P R BR E T8 &
B EERE IR BT T 582 A% (Good-Absolutely) ; 1 " $H{HEEA 7

(Good-For) ; MitlaHiTE - BRI > EXREEATERE R TIRTFRKAIIELL -
AT EINEZREE A AE Al i EEHEBTE R B AR EA
AEHE > AIER A ERIE N A =AY - (Korsgaard, 1993:26) 241M1 » Araf ¥ E
NAz  HEFIIEAEHEIIMIE e T & B2t N > e EETE)
H H B EFE N R Z AR Ay LR RS -

FEIE - Rl R AT T DA SR — AR RIS = A A A R iR A R Y
FE - A (HEH (TEETIL) SR = AR - T B
Aa ) HEH ((TEhEMEE) APRRESE— AL S - £ P eyEh
o ITEIEAS PN B ARAENERNE - 52 > Hal DR T TEiEny
Fo— AT > DUE(E ARV T HE - (NIt - SE ] S E
Fra NRY=EtE > A - HEseemmny -

MZHY - ATEhE SRR D 2 At AR AIE R HL S — AT HVERS - thatie

49



MEELLBiH ERE ¥ 128

st 0 EHTEE 2R L AGHIRE O S (EE BT - sl — (T 2GRS E
HRRAT - TfESE— ATHEBIRG L % - B ARE S 2 © LS ERTA ARYEETE - 3K
DUIREEBIA=EE BBt - INREIIRINS - BEEEEIAE NERER - AL - T ¥
AR ) WERIIERETEEE R LRI R E ARG - ET#Ee s
BELRIRBEIRETRAVEAY) » TS Ta i IR S s AR R &Y -

FH Ry R ERTEAERE A LB - fTE ARV R AMER
Bk TT8E - HFkHEURSE T2 ERAERNES - A > &
—EHEBELIEE(E - JEERR - Sl gt AR - HE R LR = A
SIE(E AR EAREERY » TEtkAVERE 7 A\ G2 TEh 2 ey Z AT B
HERTEI AR E R AL - W2l - 8 TR ST A H A HYEL H
o S NABBURE A iRy - FMMEEAES — ATEE T - I G H IR A
NHEAIBIRAAFTE - EREE AT - TP RELIB AR A BB e —
B E O TE) - AR ATS > B ERAGR - BRI ME
% EMTTEE - TR MIEZ a0 A B A\ ARRRNS: (Korsgaard, 1993: 24) - 45
Z > flE DUSE = ARG 1 T B B AR F G (DU AT RR B AR 5
77 oA E IR IR A (1 (ERE th 5 ERS A SHRRE AR - AR - HATRE
F— NEBE > BAGEE T o DAY PRSI R
F o MAMERFENLE AT - MEMESE — AHEERRIAAE HERSE —A
TS - SR = AR -

DRI - TRy - A g sm AT T B B HVEL R Z BT UG U DA
IREEAE R B AT TENEH SRV e R (b R B R IR AR - B e rp ey
HL G AL R Z BRI G NIRRT - IH - RIS EAl T sgefas ) f1 T H
A ) B TSR L E A B A ST TR B AVED - H
IRt B IRA R ETES B R RB i R R BH st B R 2 — > I
EHEEFRM R (R A - RS2 0 R T EERITEIRE R IR
(ERN e R BRI APER R EIER " BB - I HEEN e R T AR
BT IRIIEE , BT EE TE - AEER T - BRI E AR EHE
Y] - MRk FE B SR N E i — i B - IER R HIE R ATA AR RS
AEEME AR EFERE - MEEER AR LRI EEERS - WA > Rk
5 BRI TR S AL -

Fet > FEPE AT LIRS SR R 2R I BT 28 1L Ry f T B Th T B
{TENEAR ST A TR R R 22 22 RpRSR 5 am L oRAV A 8 e R AR S Y
TTENERY > Weasm A LRATA ERHE AR P IR TEEH - RAESEE
e s _ERYZER AR HR Y L AG AR ERVEE M - BRI R ERRE R eh
= NTEAYRURERL e DA - (B — ATRAVETRL DA e AV ERT A HYE
fEaTam TP o PR G R RS RIS G sm I £ R DU - i/l
AP ER AT EE A R P DAY A « FirBA - DU TS LA R 04
(AFSH R Em A BN ARkt n - WESFAN (= (E Rfr iR s illam S ) -
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Bz ~ (15 REERE (A IR Y E Y

FERT—Ei » EEHEBTEIE P I B TR E A RO & 7y - DA
TTENEARSIAVEE ey T 55— ARBAVERE | ZRWEERIARSEBAVRIRIE - MAEST
AIETM B HY R ER BB H R R s nam By o A > EE R - KR b A DA
T R (R RS R IR RR (R T 20 B A (T2 (R R IR R (A B
RN o NI - R AR S SURB T U TEh = A SR FR Y A 2 B TP
(B8 HY R S S AR IR Z g ©

FH I TEE R S AV EE R RVRRAA T TR EE R IR (S
TS NTHBURL ) BRI iR B BN o I AR AR AR
SR R - — (B R AR R B e E T S — ARG, - DU
AR DAL B R A (BB Y B G BLS BIHYRT IR s At

FHYES AL - B TIMBRZ 2 KA ARG - g
wo A E 1 TR AR LU =8 - — ~ S RE T e 2 (EE
= PRI AR T A TTE R BRI T A = EEEERR R
FREH A B EMR L (Berger, 1975:301-302) « RIIL > SEEEE R A8 EIHY T
UERBVAEILEE BN R M ARVERAR - &2 LR (RATRE
s o WEH - EER =R LR - (R8sl AEENR AL EER TRMNEE L
#imIHEE BTG AT - WA BERSZBEARS AR - B8En
(& A\ E RS E TR 8 2 ZIE A RE MRS B T E 2 SR R EAE
SFHERIE RS2 > HIEE T T AR B bRy EEE -

Sy > WEE G S AR - PRy ERPRGRE - REEKE
T BRI A SR H Rk e in - a8 A ERER AR e B R EIRX L2
o > WA AREIRES - ERVEAEN B RAVAEE T - A (TR A -
HEEHRAER TR T > #ia i Refe iRkt - 1L > FERHETRIEEL
BRI S i ECE » FEIASRS Al BERR & o sm TR » S 2 - IR E
AT BE R BARE (R Ay BB A BRI HEEK » HERBHVIEEERIRE R
TERPARGR A - RIERsm il iE B H R R R s it BV G Sz R
B o Wt - B e B B AR PR T T S ARG
I > RISZRPR RS H B T g 2 T EhE P arey -

FHE H EAGTR o A MYIEES  BRRVEEGRERE TS A
TRV ~ TTEE AV AR R SR S e TP Y ER B > TSRV R R 2
i A1 2 TS5 — AFERS ~ TTEhEHEAVEL D > (N A 2R RRE B AR IR
M e

Rl S50 R (AR HY RS GR R R B FE SR AU T B 2 A B Y ER Ry 1285
& Ry UIEY - FHECHY > SLENHY ERAIE (SRR R amiiR TPy — A%
o MRE TR - W H - FrRESm R R sm VLR R Lo CR - &
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Social Capital and the Resurgence of

Christian Denomination in Contemporary
China

Abstract

Protestant Christian denominational symbols had seemed to be wiped out within
the Church by the Indigenization Movement at the beginning of the 20th century and
the Three-self Patriotic Movement (self-governance, self-finance, and self-
propagation) after 1949 in China. However, it has recently reemerged in not only
“Three-Self” churches but house churches as well. This paper tries to analyze this new
phenomenon using social capital theory and reveal the reason why the movement has
emerged and the mechanism used by the churches to promote it. Although regulation
is still restrictive and suppressive, the religious market has developed quickly and
generated intense competition. This study contributes an understanding of the general
strategy both types of churches take to occupy better positions in the religious market.
Under the complicated church-state relationship, the priests that can better establish
weak ties with local cadres, foreign Christian organizations or other priests will

achieve more autonomy to develop their churches.

Keywords : Denominationalization movement, Church-state relationship, Social

Capital, Protestant Christianity in China
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Introduction

“Christianity Fever” in China is both a popular term in the academic world and
a fact in contemporary China. Since 1979, the Chinese Communist Party has shifted
its policy from the disastrous radical communism of the Cultural Revolution towards
a more pragmatic approach. Although the basic principle of party-state structure has
not been altered, the central government in China reaffirms to “respect and protect
the freedom of religious belief of Chinese citizen” in general. To some extent, this
commitment has been implemented in practice. This doesn’t mean, however, that
freedom of religious belief has been achieved in contemporary China. One can
easily misunderstand this if we ignore the fact that Christianity has gained more
room to develop today. This has helped to generate a huge trend of “religion
revival”(Fiedler 2011). The new development of Christianity in China provides huge
amounts of themes for academic study. Political scientists focus on the church-state
relationship while sociologists and anthropologists have done plentiful case studies
and field work. Among these studies, a large number of factors that impact the
renaissance of Christianity have been presented, including the Church-State
relationship, a vacuum of beliefs, and some specific characteristics of the church
leaders (Madsen 2003, Koesel 2013, Tso 2003, Cao 2008). F. G. Yang analyzed the
Chinese religious environment with a religious market approach and classified it into
legal market (red), illegal market (black) and the ambiguous area (grey). He argues
that when the red market is restricted and the black market is suppressed, the grey
market will emerge. Meanwhile, once there are more restrictive and suppressive
regulations, the grey market will expand more. This theory is an appropriate tool to
clarify how Christianity develops in China. (Yang 2006) This theory is very popular
in the field of Christian study in the Chinese world. However, it splits Chinese
Christianity and treats these markets as three independent parts, which is different
from reality. This paper tries to apply social capital theory to the study of the new
denominationalization phenomenon occurring in the Chinese Protestant Church and
present a general developmental mechanism in both Three-Self churches and house
churches.

Denomination has been treated as an outdated concept in Christianity in China.
In the beginning of the twentieth century, some of the church leaders, including both
local priests and foreign missionaries, launched a series of reforms to remove the
denominational symbols in both its ecclesial presence as well as in its rituals
(Workman 1969; Yi-xiong 2004). The spirit of this movement has been inherited by
post-1949 church leaders in both “Three-Self” churches and house churches,
although there is a crucial divergence in the church-state relationship (Bays 2011;
Wickeri 2011). However, since 1990, there has been a denomination revival
movement in China. Churches following this movement began to study Martin
Luther and John Calvin’s theology, and organized their church systems with the
principles of Presbyterianism or congregationalism. Some of them call themselves
“Presbyterian Churches” or “Reformed Churches” (Cheung 2004). Since the
beginning of the millennium, both official and house churches, have begun to
convert themselves to the theology and rituals of the Anglican Communion, or
“High Church” of Northern Europe. Considering both the history of China, and the
fact that denominations have been declining throughout the world (Swatos 1981;
Hunt 2011), the denominationalization movement occurring in contemporary China
is highly unusual.
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This paper explores the origin of this movement and how social capital impacts
the movement. Church leaders are motivated by the fierce competition in the
religious market in contemporary China. While most of the churches have insisted
on the non-denominational model, some churches impose a “denomination strategy”
to obtain more spiritual capital and thus prove that their beliefs are “pure and
orthodox”. Since local governments hold even more flexible attitudes toward
Christian churches for practical reasons, whether the church leaders possess enough
social capital to build up ties with local religious cadres will determine the autonomy
they can achieve to promote the movement. This case study proposes that the weak
ties with local Religious Affairs Bureau (RAB) cadres, foreign Christian
organizations and other priests in this movement have made a positive impact on
achieving the desired result for the churches while strong ties with local TSPM
organizations have yielded negative results. Meanwhile, the Three-Self churches and
house churches have employed a cooperative strategy to push the movement forward
instead of developing separately. This research demonstrates how protestant
churches, including both the Three-Self and house churches, survive and develop
under the restrictive Church-State Relationship.

This paper will be divided into five parts. First of all, I will review studies about
the denomination phenomenon, social capital, religious market approach together
with the church-state relationship in China. In the second part, the research design
and the methodology will be introduced. Thirdly, I will present and analyze the
process of the movement and mechanism the church leaders have adopted to
implement the denomination strategy. I will conclude with the question why the
leaders chose this strategy at the beginning, how they propelled it, and how the
social capital impacts the creation of spiritual capital at last. Finally, the conclusion
and further discussion will be proposed.

Social Capital, Religious market and Denominationalization

Movement

A large number of studies about the resurgence of Christianity in China have
been published in recent years. Apart from studies in theology, scholars have
conducted empirical research on the subject. Research using the triple-market theory
has failed to reveal the general mechanism working in all three markets while other
case studies have not taken advantage of theoretical tools to expose the mechanism
behind the renaissance. Following the original religious market approach instead of
triple-market theory, this study will apply social capital into the analysis of the new
phenomenon emerging in both types of Chinese Protestant churches and contribute a
general picture of how priests have been mobilizing social capital to promote the
development of their own churches.

Social Capital, Religion and Christianity in China

Social capital has been a popular term in the past few decades. Although most
researches study the relationship between social capital and economic or social
development, it was founded in related religious studies in the beginning. James
Coleman introduced this concept in an analysis of dropouts from high school and
found out that Catholic schools and other high schools with religious background
had more social capital and low dropout rates. Coleman contributed three forms of
social capital: obligations and expectations, information channels, and social norms
(Coleman 1988). Pierre Bourdieu defined social capital with two concepts: class and
network of relationship. He treated social capital as the aggregate of the actual or
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potential resources, which came from permanent and stable networks of
relationships. The members in the networks could share resources (Bourdieu 1986,
252-253). Robert Putnam established relationship between social capital and
democracy, civil society and development in his famous work, “Make Democracy
Work.” According to this work, social capital included “features of social
organization,” such as trust, norms, and networks (Putnam, Leonardi, and Nanetti
1994, 167). To sum up, there are two types of factors included in the definition of
social capital: structural factors, such as institutions and social networks; and
cognitive factors like governance, trust, and norms (Krishna and Uphoff 2002, 85-
124).

Most of the research which focus on religion and social capital treat religious
organizations as the source of social capital, and the rest of them present religion as
a form of social capital itself (Airriess et al. 2008, Finke and Dougherty 2002,
Brown and Brown 2003). There are less scholars studying how social capital works
in the development of religion. Wenger presented that TSPM churches and house
churches relied upon two different types of social network. According to her study,
TSPM churches derives its social capital from powerful and established political
system and receive support from the government while house churches’ informal
structure derives it from families and receive support from overseas Christian
organizations. The TSPM churches have strong ties with government officials and
weak, but formal, ties with foreign mainline Christian organizations. On the other
hand, the house churches have strong ties with the family and community and weak
ties with foreign Christians (Wenger 2004). This statement tells only part of the
story. House churches take advantage of its weak ties with local cadres while they
seek room to survive and develop autonomously in some cases (Huang 2014, Cao
2008).

Unfortunately, none of these studies analyze how social capital works in the
development of churches. This paper reveals which types of ties with TSPM
organizations, overseas Christian organizations or other priests in China will have a
positive impact on the development of churches and how church leaders from both
types of churches take advantage of social capital to promote the Christian
movement.

Spiritual Capital and Religious market

Religious market theory has been a popular paradigm these years. In this
approach, religion is treated as consequence of rational choice instead of abnormal
spiritual phenomenon in secularization theory (Stark and Finke 2000, 1-41). There
are two major approaches in this theory. One of them comes from Continental
Europe while the other is founded by US scholars.

Bourdieu has extended the idea of capital to categories such as social capital,
cultural capital, financial capital, and symbolic capital. For Bourdieu, each
individual occupies a specific position in a multi-dimensional field. The rank of the
position a person can take is dependent on how much “capital” he or she can obtain.
The capital includes the value of social networks which can be used to produce or
reproduce inequality (Bourdieu 1984, 110-123). In religious area, religious capital
was monopolized by the clergy through controlling the mysterious religious rituals
and knowledge. The believers could acquire commodity of salvation only from the
clergy. Meanwhile, the clergy excluded the potential rivals by claiming them to be
heresies (Bourdieu 1991). Verter criticized that the term of religious capital
Bourdieu proposed was based on Catholicism in the Middle Ages and too narrow to
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be used in studying religious activities in the contemporary setting. Today, religious
capital can be produced, reproduced, traded, consumed, and recognized by many
more subjects beyond the clergy and affects social dynamics beyond religion. He
turned it into “Spiritual Capital” which includes objective, subjective and
institutionalized forms so that it could work in the study of diverse fields (Verter
2003). US sociologists have contributed to more precise definition of religious
capital. [annaccone identifies it as "the skills and experience specific to one's
religion including religious knowledge, familiarity with church ritual and doctrine,
and friendships with fellow worshippers" (Iannaccone 1990). He began to study the
religious issues with economic method which is based on the “rationality
assumption.”In this paper, the concept of spiritual capital is taken as the tool of
analysis. The denominationalization movement is the tool for the priests and
churches to produce objective, subjective and institutionalized spiritual capital.

With the economic approach, Stark and Finke present a theory that with growth
and development of religious demand, the religious market will be divided into
different “niches.” A niche can be recognized through the degree of tension between
doctrine and secular customs. The niche with very serious tension can provide more
religious return while the believers belonging to religions in moderate niche will not
meet serious conflicts between their faith and secular life (Stark and Finke 2000,
259-276). Religious consumers will choose the most appropriate religious
commodity for themselves from different niches.

Denominational churches arising in China can be hardly classified into
different niches directly. Nevertheless, Stark and Finke’s work has provided a
perspective to study this movement. Obviously, churches enrolled in the movement
will provide special religious commodity, such as the commitment to the belief
group which have apostolic succession, more “orthodox” rituals and traditional
spiritual life. In other words, these churches can hold special religious capital and
occupy higher positions in religious fields than what “normal churches” do.
Meanwhile, we cannot forget that Stark and Finke’s theory is presented based on the
experience in the US and Europe, which is totally different from China. Chinese
religious market is not a competitive market system. The religion supply is limited
by the church-state relationship (Yang 2011, 123-156). This special characteristic
will have a remarkable impact on understanding the movement of
denominationalization.

The Church-State Relationship in Contemporary China

The church-state relationship in China is one of the most popular themes today.
It is not only the background from which that “Christianity Fever” emerged, but is
also one of the most important variables which reshape the development of churches
in China. It’s impossible for any study of Christianity in contemporary China to
ignore this factor.

Some of the studies concentrate on formal institution the CCP has established.
In 1950s, to control the religious spirit, the CCP “encouraged” some of the clergies,
who were loyal to the party, to establish “patriotic religious organizations” to ensure
that religious groups be ruled under the authority of the party. For the Protestant
churches, the legacy of the “Three-Self Movement” was useful for the government
to take. In fact, “Three-Self” became a slogan to force different churches to join the
Christian groups controlled by the government.

The TSPM was placed under the direct supervision of the State Administration
for Religious Affairs (SARA), a state agency under the State Council which actually
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takes the responsibility of the affairs of all five officially recognized religions
(Protestant, Catholicism, Buddhism, Daoism and Islam). The SARA is also under
the authority of the party’s United Front Work Department (UFWD). It’s a typical
party-state power structure. But during the Cultural Revolution, even the TSPM and
SARA were abolished. All of the Churches became “house churches” (Bays 2011,
184-186, Aikman 2012, 135-160)

After 1978, the CCP converted its policies into a more practical approach.

With the process of institution re-building, the TSPM and SARA came back and
played their old role. Bishop K. H. Ting (a former bishop in Anglican Church)
insisted on establishing the China Christian Council (CCC) in 1980, which
technically arranges human resources, finance and administrative stuff today
(Aikman 2012, 167-174). The figure 1 below shows the basic structure of religious
institution today in China. The Public Security Bureau (PSB) also plays a role in
religious affairs to enforce religious activities. And there is a series of regulations,
documents and laws related to religious affairs published by the central and local
party-state system, which makes it hard to find the logic or rules (Potter 2003).
Perhaps, this is the purpose of the CCP: to maintain some room and choice for itself
to manipulate the religious affairs (Tso 2003, 54).

What figure 1 shows is a typical party-state power structure. In the central level,
the party department, the United Front Work Department (UFWD), has direct
authority over the SARA, which is in the state department. Since both TSPM and
CCC are “Mass Autonomous Organization”, the UFWD do not intervene directly.
On the contrary, the UFWD maintain its influence on all religious patriotic
organizations through the state bureau. At the local level, theoretically, the local
department of religious affairs should be responsible for the local government while
it accepts tasks arranged by higher religious affairs department. But in fact, the local
government has much more authority since it controls the power of human resource
and finance. The relationship between central and local UFWD is similar. The local
religious bureau supervises the local TSPM and CC directly while the local UFWD
exerts some informal influence. There is no hierarchy structure between the central
and local religious patriotic organizations. Kimitaka Matsuzato states that similar
religion-state relationship structure exists in so-called “Confessional States”, such as
in China, Russia, India and Turkey today. (Matsuzato and Sawae 2010). Among
these research, there are two topics scholars focus on, the formal institutions and the
informal relationship.

However, this is only the surface of the church-state relationship in China today.
In the relationship between state and society in the post-Mao era, the party has to
release its control of the society for the sake of economic development. But on the
other hand, the CCP still maintains its Leninist principle to reinforce its control of
the society, since there may be some unstable elements appearing these years which
might pose a real threat against it (Shirk 2008, 52-64). The consequence of the
contradiction is that the rule of control over society is retained normally while it will
be weakened or violated in practice, especially in the local level. The major reason
why local government tolerate house churches is to ensure local social stability
(Huang 2014, Reny 2012, 62-67). Moreover, some of the house church leaders are
simultaneously entrepreneurs who have good personal relationships (guanxi) with
local cadres. This informal structure is extraordinarily pervasive in Wenzhou,
dubbed as “China’s Jerusalem”(Cao 2008, 2007, Aikman 2012, 179-181). Tso Shao-
tang proposed that a corporatist structure based on formal institution and informal
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norms and understanding has been formulated to control the religions in China (Tso
2003, 54).

Figure 1. The basic structure of religious management in China
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Both the formal and informal relationship between church and state impact the
activities of churches heavily. The formal regulation limits the development of
churches while the informal structure provides autonomy to some extent. The church
leaders have to seek the best strategy to achieve their goals without touching the
“red line” of the regulation. And the red line is mutative toward different churches
and leaders. The dynamics of the church-state relationship is the major cause why
the church leaders have different ties with patriotic organizations and religious
cadres and achieve diverse consequence in the denominationalization movement.
And it will be clarified below.

The Revival of Denomination in Contemporary China

Historians have presented a complete picture of the beginning and decline of
denomination in China. Denominations came into China with the first generation of
foreign Christian missionaries after the “Opium War” Denominations came into
China with the first generation of foreign Christian missionaries after the “Opium
War” (Cheung 2004, 14-18). Unfortunately, conflicts occurred from the very
beginning not only between Christianity and local society, but also between the
different denominations. With the development of The May Fourth the Anti-
Christian Movement arising in 1922, the tension had been even more severe. “Three
Self Movement”, self-governance, self-support (i.e., financial independence from
foreigners), and self-propagation (i.e., indigenous missionary work), became popular
in denominational churches soon to cope with the conflict. And “Three-Self
Principle” was later adopted by the CCP government after 1949 as a way to control
Christianity in contemporary China. (Bays 2011, 159-160)The detail will be
reviewed in the succeeding sections. During this period, the denominations were
soon obliterated.

However, the element of denomination has not completely wiped out. Moreover,
Calvinist factors are popular in contemporary China as well. Urban intellectual
believers have been attracted by Calvinists at first. Most of them connect the
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teachings of John Calvin and his followers with public themes like the rule of law,
constitutionalism, and a civil society. Calvinist theology provides theory and weapon
for them to participate activities of right defense or dialogue with the government
(Chow 2014, Féllman 2013, 153-168).

After 2000, a new trend of denominationalization movement arose in both
official churches and house churches. The Anglican rituals and tradition were
revived in open churches like Shanghai Community Church (Shanghai Guo Ji Li Bai
Tang), Shanghai Moore Memorial Church, Church of the Holy Word in Nan Jing,
Feng Shou Lu Church in Dalian and Emmanuel Church in Nanning. Some of them
adopted Anglican ritual while others use Common Lectionary® for the worship and
sermon and follow a Liturgical year?. One of the most advanced seminaries in
China, Beijing YanjingJing Theological Seminary is an important source of the
denomination revival movement. A lot of the priests who joined this movement have
been educated or have been influenced indirectly by this seminary. In house
churches in Beijing, Shanghai, Anhui and Xinjiang, not only the Anglican rituals,
but the Common Prayer® and the Holy Orders* have been adopted and re-
established. This new trend hasn’t been studied by any scholar before.

In short, this paper will study the denominationalization movement with social
capital theory and religious market approach and the factor of Church-State
relationship will be driven into the analysis. A big picture of how Christianity
survives and develops in contemporary China will be presented.

Research Design and Methodology

As an empirical research, this study is based on the author’s personal field work
and investigation in Shanghai, Zhejiang Province and Beijing.
Table 1. List of the churches and respondents

Time Church Visited Respondents Methods
2012.02 Shanghai . .
2012.04 Community Pastor YJ S P;ritlilpaﬁro?siivauion
2013.04 Church cmiStructurat nterviews
2014.04 . Participant observation
2014.11 Shanghai F Church Pastor LY Semi-structural Interviews

1 The Common Lectionary is a three-year cycle of weekly Scriptural ea dings adopted by many traditional Protestant churches such as Lutheran and
Anglican Church. It is built around the seasons of the Church Year, and includes four "eadinas for each Sunday, as well as additional readings for major feast
days. During most of the year, the 'eadings e @ reading from the Hebrew Bible, a Psalf, a reading from the Epistles, and a Gospel reading. During the
season of Easter, the Hebrew Bible r, in is usually replaced with one from the Acts of the Apostles. The eadi ngs from the Hebrew Bible are sometimes
chosen from the Apocrypha (http://lectionarylibrary.vanderbilt.edu/fag2.php)

2 The liturgical year consists of the cycle of liturgical seasons in Christian churches that determine when feast days, including celebrations of saints, are to be
observed, and which portions of Scripture are to be read either in an annual cycle or in a cycle of several years. (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liturgical_year)
3 The Book of Common Prayer is the short title of a number of related prayer books used in the Anglican Communion, as well as by the Continuing Anglican,
“Anglican realignment" and other Anglican churches. The full name of the 1662 Book of Common Prayer is The Book of Common Prayer and Administration
of the Sacraments and other Rites and Ceremonies of the Church according to the use of the Church of England together with the Psalter or Psalms of David
pointed as they are to be sung or said in churches; and the form and manner of making, ordaining, and consecrating of bishops, priests, and deacons. The book
is q tapestry of daily prayers, inviting faith communities from around the world to pray, sing, and act together. There are prayers for every evening, morning,
and midday that celebrate the best of the Christian tradition and engage with the most pressing issues (http://commonprayer.net/about)

4 Holy Orders are ordained ministries such as bishop, priest or deacon or the sacrament or rite by which candidates are ordained to those orders. It is related
with Apostolic succession in the new denominational churches in China.

87



ME &AL BERE ELRE ¥ 129

Bishop L, Pastor
2014.07 Zhejiang MT R, Pastor P, Participant observation
) Church Pastor P, Sister Semi-structural Interviews
Z. Brother P
Brother X, online Semi-Structural
2016.05 Brother J Interviews
Pastor LYF online Semi-Structural
Interviews
online Semi-Structural
Preacher G Interviews
2016.06 Preacher YY online Semi-Structural
Interviews
Pastor F online Semi-Structural
Interviews
Pastor H Semi-Structural Interviews
Bishop D Semi-Structural Interviews
2016.07
Pastor GY Semi-Structural Interviews
Shang}llilrcz}? abei Pastor QXL Semi-Structural Interviews
2017.01 Ciﬁ;glﬁi Pastor GF Participant observation
Churléh y Semi-Structural Interviews

Regarding preliminary investigation, the movement includes 24 churches and 22
priests from 9 provinces, autonomous regions and municipalities. For security and
privacy, the names of house churches and the priests there will not be mentioned in
this paper. Meanwhile It’s impossible to collect entire information of this movement.
And because of the limitation of time and capability, only some of the priests were
interviewed. However, because Beijing, Zhejiang and Shanghai are the origins of
this movement and most of the other priests are followers from the churches located
in these three places, the consequence of this study is still representative.

Two methods are undertaken in this study: participant observation and semi-
structural interviews. Fourteen respondents, including 11 priests and 3 believers
belonging to 7 different churches have been interviewed. The churches have been
visited and the priests interviewed are listed in Table 1. All of the names of churches
and priests of the TSPM are real while others are fake. Some of the respondents
have been interviewed through the Internet. To do participant observation, the author
joined the worship ritual in two churches, three times in Shanghai and a two-week
theology training in Zhejiang MT Church.

Social capital is an important variable in this paper. There are plenty of studies
about the measurement of social capital today, and this paper focuses on the features
of social network among varied factors in the definition of social capital. Lin N
presented that the position and location the actors occupied in a network would
impact how much social network they could possess to achieve opportunities and
information and promote self-interests (Lin 2002, 33-35). On the other hand,
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Granovetter presented a method to measure the possible triads consisting of strong,
weak, or absent ties in social network and argued that weak ties were more effective
in bridging social distance and achieving the ego’s aims (Granovetter 1973). The
priests are the major actors of the social network to be analyzed in this paper. And
the strength of ties with local religious cadres, local TSPM leaders, overseas
Christian organizations and each other will be measured.

Last but not least, to evaluate the consequence of denominationalization
movement, certain criteria have to be taken to consideration in terms of how deeply
the churches have been involved in the movement. Nevertheless, it’s very hard to
find a common standard because the definition and classification of denomination
are always based on different existing contexts and historical backgrounds (Smith
1990). Since the denominationalization movement is a new trend of the development
in Chinese Protestant churches and hasn’t been studied systematically before, it’s
inevitable to build up a new standard to evaluate the consequence. In this paper, the
movement will be appraised through some criteria, including whether the Common
Lectionary and Liturgical year are followed normally, or, whether the worship rituals
following denominational tradition exist regularly, or, whether the Common Prayer
or other traditional ritual book (Liwen)® are used during the ritual, and whether
Holy Orders have been established.

The Denominationalization Movement in Three-Self Churches

The denominationalization movement has been pushed mainly in Shanghai,
Nanning and Taizhou (Zhejiang Province). Although denominational factors have
been retained in the Three-Self Church, there are still some challenges against the
promotion of the movement. The progress of how the movement has been promoted
will be presented in this part.

The Denominational Resource Reserved in Three-Self Church

Chung Hua Sheng Kung Hui (Chinese Anglican Church) had played a
significant role in the establishment of Three-Self Church. In 1950, the House of
Bishops of the Chinese Anglican Church signed the Christian Manifesto and joined
the TSPM. Perhaps this is one of the reasons why Anglican factors have been
retained in the TSPM. For instance, the rules guiding the ordaining of bishops are
included in the “The Regulations of the Chinese Christian (CCC 2008).

A lot of priests with Anglican background had joined the TSPM while some of
them still preferred the denomination factors. For example, He Fengde, the formal
vice Chairman of Tianjin Christian Affairs Committee, had insisted in organizing
worship ritual using Anglican tradition (without the Common Prayer) when he was
in charge of Beijing Asbury Church (Beijing Chong Wen Men Tang)®. K. H. Ting,
the former chairman of the CCC, had arranged to ordain three bishops in 1980s, one
of whom was the son of Anglican Bishop Shen Zigao, Bishop Shen Yifan. And
Bishop Shen insisted in organizing worship ritual with Anglican tradition when he
was the chief pastor in Shanghai Community Church.

Besides the historical factors, Three-Self churches have also absorbed
denominational elements recently from overseas since the beginning of the open era.
In an interview, Pastor GY, the president of Yanjing Theological Seminary and vice

5 Normally “Li Wen” is edited based on the Common Prayer or ritual book from Lutheranism. To prevent being accused to “revise denomination”, the
Three-Self Church usually call their ritual book as “Li Wen”.
6 Reviewed by Pastor F
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chairman of CCC, explained how she draws denominational factors into worship
classes in Yanjing and how she arranges to publish the book of worship in the
cooperation with the Lutheran Theological Seminary in Hong Kong. According to
Pastor LYF’s review, he had taken classes and lectures presented by overseas
teachers with denominational background from Finland and Taiwan when he was an
undergraduate student in Yanjing Theological Seminary. Pastor GF, one of the
students of GY, and the successor of Bishop Sheng Yi-fan, had been sent to Hong
Kong’s Anglican Church (Episcopalian) in 2000 and called himself “collector of the
Common Prayer” when he came back.

In short, the denomination factors have been kept and the new connection with
overseas Christian organization provides the resource for the promotion of the
denomination in Three-Self churches.

The Promotion of the Movement

1. Nanning

Pastor LYF is in charge of the movement in Nanning. After graduating from
Yanjing, he was assigned to minister in Tangshan, a city in Hebei originally. He was
full of passion in practicing the denominational worship rituals in his church in
Tangshan; however, it provoked intense opposition from the local church leaders.
They thought what he was doing was drawing the “Catholic heathenism” into the
church. This is the most pervasive argument presented by the opponents against the
movement. The origin of this opinion is the fundamental theology which has been
introduced to Chinese churches since 1920 (Yao 2003, 68-72). Preacher G, another
undergraduate student from Yanjing, met similar challenges when he graduated and
was assigned to work in an official church in the Inner Mongolia Autonomous
Region.

Because of the conflict with the church leaders in Tangshan, LYF was sent back
to his homeland, Nanning soon after. This time, he decided to be more cautious in
carrying out his ideas. In 2009, he was delegated to teach worship class in Guang Xi
Bible Institute. Li introduced denominational rituals to the students and organized
such worship in class when the leader of local TSPM inspected the lesson.
According to his statement, the leader said, “It’s great and we should popularize it”
on the spot. Getting support from leaders is one of the most important pre-condition
in promoting any movement in the TSPM. But he was not sure whether the believers
could accept the denominational rituals in the two churches he was in charge of. To
implement it smoothly, “ritual classes” had been presented in the churches at first,
which gathered “activists” who had interest in traditional elements. The activists had
played significant roles when he boosted the movement in the churches later. In
short, Li had established a network of relationship including the local TSPM leaders
and activists in the church to promote the movement. Since 2010, more
denominational factors have been drawn into the churches, including an edited ritual
book on the basis of the Common Prayer and some Lutheran element, the Anglican
worship ritual with Liwen and the Common Lectionary.

2. Shanghai

The priests who initiated the movement in Shanghai are more senior than Pastor
LYF Pastor GF has been the personal secretary of Elder Fu Xian-wei, the former
Chairman of the TSPM. Pastor YJ has been senior pastor in Jing Lin Church for
years. Pastor QXL is not only the senior pastor in Zhabei Church but is also director
of Christian Affairs Committee in Jinan District. Both Guo and Qin are Deputy
Secretary General of Shanghai TSPM and the CC. And Pastor WRW is the chief
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editor of “Tian Feng”, the only official journal published by the TSPM. In other
words, it’s much easier for them to take advantage of the network of relationships
not only in Shanghai TSPM organization but also in the National TSPM.

According to Preacher YY’s statement, the “red line” of any activity in TSPM
includes “No opposition to the CPP’s leadership of religious affair,” “No opposition
to the TSPM,” and “No relationship with foreign hostile forces.” Since the definition
of the red line is ambiguous, the key point is to earn the supervisor's trust.
Apparently, the senior priests in Shanghai have more advantage in this respect.

However, the achievement these senior priests have got seems to be even less
than what Pastor LYF got. In Shanghai Community Church and Moore Memorial
Church, the Anglican worship ritual that following Liwen is held at 7:30 PM on the
first Sunday. The denominational ritual is held only around Christmas and Easter in
Zhabei and Jin Lin Church. Similar situations occur in Dalian and Nanjing as well,
although Pastor LLC and KYG are heads of the local TSPM.

3. Taizhou

The case in Taizhou is very different from the cases mentioned above.
Archbishop C has no experience of formal training in the TSPM. On the contrary, he
was a typical “boss Christian” before 2000. In 2003, he met Pastor YJ in Shanghai,
and Yu’s passion for denominational ritual influenced him deeply. Like many other
boss Christians, Bishop C wanted to play a more substantial role in the church.
Entrepreneur believers can contribute not only financial support but also personal
relationship (guanxi) with local cadres to churches. The later contribution is even
more important when churches strive for development beyond legal permission
while informal norms and mutual understanding between church leaders and
cadres determine whether the church can enjoy autonomy (Cao 2007). In 2007,
Bishop C was appointed to be in charge of an old church, Church SY in Taizhou,
which lacked formal priests, through his guanxi with local religious cadres and
leaders in the TSPM. Besides the relationship with priests in the TSPM from
Shanghai, Bishop C has cooperated with denominational house church leaders from
Zhejiang, Shanghai, Guangdong and Beijing as well. Through dual relationships, it’s
easy for Bishop C to draw overseas denominational resources into his church in an
aura of legitimacy.

The achievement Archbishop C has gained is much more distinguished. The
Anglican worship ritual is held each week, although at the beginning it had been
held in a small chapel until most of the believers in Church SY accepted it. The new
Chinese version of Common Prayer is edited, published and promoted by him, and
used in his own church. There is no doubt that Common Lectionary and Liturgical
calendar are followed. Holy Orders are established through cooperation with other
denominational churches. Actually, he arranged himself to be ordained as pastor and
archbishop successively by a Korean retired Anglican Bishop. Moreover, summer
and winter theological trainings were set up to train priests who will plant Anglican
churches all over the country. C has built up a network of relationship including
local cadres, local TSPM leaders, priests from both the TSPM churches and house
churches, and overseas Christian organizations. In short, he possesses much more
social capital than the TSPM priests from Shanghai and Nanning in this movement.

In 2010 > to celebrate the 90 anniversary of Church SY, Bishop C invited
18 priests enrolled in the denominationalization movement from both Three-Self
Church and House Church to operate a grand Anglican worship ritual in his church.
The head of the TSPM, K. H. Ting and Fu Xian-wei, sent inscriptions to
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congratulate him. The celebration seems to be symbolic of the resurgence of
denomination on both sides of the Chinese Protestant churches.

The Denominationalization Movement in House Churches

There had been no denominational factors being reserved in house churches
except the independent churches like Little Flock or True Jesus Church. On the
contrary, the fundamentalist elements against the Anglican tradition are still popular
in the house churches, especially in those survived after Cultural Revolution. Hence,
the house churches in this movement have to start from scratch. The priests from
Beijing, Zhejiang, Shanghai and Guangdong cooperated with each other at the
beginning. They are the members of the key groups in launching and propelling the
movement.

The Members of the Key Group

All of the house churches enrolled in the movement are established by the
church members themselves. Hence, their dynamic characteristics will have a great
impact on the consequence finally.

Pastor H was an entrepreneur believer in Beijing. With similar goals as Bishop
C has had, Pastor H has established a house church, Church MG, after being
ordained by two TSPM pastors from Yanjing secretly in 2005. Pastor H also has
outstanding capability in establishing personal relationship with different people. He
is a close friend of Pastor GF and QXL in Shanghai. Guo and Qin have assisted
Pastor H in his attempts to draw denominational factors into his church, and helped
him to edit and publish the Common Prayer (a different version from which Bishop
C publishes) and another prayer book. Meanwhile, he built up ties with Pastor C,
Bishop L, another house church priest in Zhejiang and Pastor LY from Shanghai.

Pastor LY was born in a Christian family in Shanghai. His grandfather was a
pastor in the TSPM. Naturally, he inherited the family business. In the 1990s, he was
trained in a Bible study school in Ningbo, which belonged to the TSPM, but he
immigrated to the US soon after graduation. In America, he was ordained in The
Communion of Evangelical Episcopal Churches (CEEC)’. In early 2000s, he came
back to China. Through personal relationship in the TSPM, he preached in several
churches in Zhejiang Province. However, Pastor LY is not as social as Bishop C or
Pastor H. It’s frustrating to find a permanent ministry for him during that time, so he
went back to Shanghai and established a house church, Church F, finally.

Bishop L was a math teacher in a senior high school in a small city, S, in
Zhejiang Province. There was only one old church with 3 priests in this city and one
of them was too old to minister. As an excellent activist, Bishop L was invited to be
a part-time preacher. In 2010, to devote more time in ministering, he offered early
retirement and quit the CCP. After an intense clash with the cadres in the education
system, he finally became a permanent preacher in the church. The greatest
contribution Bishop L had done for the Three-Self church is that he had raised
millions to build a huge church building and residential district for the priests and
believers. His authority had been established by the remarkable contribution
although he had no formal theological background or the title of “pastor”. Bishop L
is one of Archbishop C’s friends. C’s success stimulated Bishop L to draw the

" The Communion of Evangelical Episcopal Churches (CEEC) is a communion of Evangelical and
Charismatic Christians. It claims Apostolic succession from the Roma Catholic Church, British
Anglican Church and Orthodox Church although none of them admit it (http://www.ceecweb.org/).

92



Social Capital and the Resurgence of Christian Denomination in Contemporary China

denominationalization movement into the church he belonging to. However, Bishop
L underestimated the influence of fundamentalist theological factors in the church.
The other two priests mobilized several activists to accuse him of “drawing Catholic
heathenism” into their church and disturbed the rituals he held. The local TSPM
supported these two priests since they were senior members of the TSPM
committee. Finally, L had to quit the TSPM and established a house church, Church
MT, in the same city. Some of his followers joined the new house church with him.

The priests from house churches in this movement have built up a network of
relationship with each other at the very beginning. Meanwhile, as mentioned above,
Pastor H was ordained by the TSPM priests and supported by the TSPM priests from
Shanghai, and Bishop L is a personal friend of the chief director of the local RAB.
Besides, Bishop L was a member of local Political Consultative Conference. In other
words, Pastor H and Pastor LY have personal ties with the local TSPM priests while
Bishop L has good relationship with local religious cadres.

The Promotion of the Movement

When Pastor LY was preaching at various churches in Zhejiang, Bishop C and
Bishop L established relationship with him. As a registered pastor in the CEEC,
Pastor LY had much more religious capital. Therefore, Bishop C and Bishop L asked
him to ordain them as pastors to get a formal title. However, they soon began to be
dissatisfied with the legitimacy and reputation of the CEEC. In 2009, Pastor H met a
Korean retired Anglican Bishop LD and introduced him to Bishop C, Bishop L and
Pastor LY. Bishop C and Bishop L were re-ordained by LD as pastors soon after
while Pastor LY hesitated because it seemed to him that it violated the doctrine of
Holy Orders.

Since then, Bishop C and Bishop L began to establish their own priest network
through the summer and winter theological classes. Activists from different
provinces, who were recruited through online social network, have joined in the
denominationalization movement. After being ordained as bishops by Bishop LD,
Bishop C, Bishop L and Pastor Y (from a city S2 in Guangdong Province) have
established 3 “Missions” (Chuan Jiao Qu, mission fields) and ordained more
followers. Pastor N is one of the good examples. He is the founder of a rural house
church, Church C, in Anhui Province. It used to be a church organized by Calvinist
theology and ecclesiology. In 2013, Pastor N met Bishop L in the summer
theological class in Shenzhou and was ordained by Pastor L the following year.
Denominational factors were drawn into Church C gradually in next two years.

The Common Prayer, denominational ritual, Holy Orders, the Common
Lectionary and Liturgical year were all accepted by Church MG, MT, and C.
Moreover, the influence had been diffused beyond this church. For example,
although church WY, HN and HF in Anhui and Church WN and KE in Xinjiang
haven’t accepted most of the denominational factors yet, the priests of these
churches were ordained by Pastor H or Bishop L and were prepared to convert these
churches gradually, like what Pastor N had done.

Online social network has played a significant role in the promotion of the
movement. All of the priests have established groups using the QQ platform, a
popular online social network in China, for their own churches. Normally, each
church holds two groups on the platform. One is for those who are interested in
denominational factors, and another for the committed followers. Although there are
no more than 100 believers in Church MG and MT, the number of the members in
the QQ groups is larger than 200. Because the followers are located in different
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places, the online groups are the most important channels for them to communicate.
For instance, Bishop L holds prayer rituals on one of the QQ groups every night.

The result of Church F is unique. Pastor LY was just insisting in seeking “the
purist orthodox tradition”. In the statement, LY accused both the Three-Self Church
priests and other house church leaders: “What GF and YJ do in Shanghai is just a
cosplay show without holiness because they belong to the TSPM”, “C, L and Y have
done nothing but corroded Holy Orders because they have been ordained twice and
have ordained others rashly,” although he had cooperated with all of them before.
According to Pastor H’s statement, Pastor LY had considered accepting Bishop LD’s
offer of ordination and asked Pastor H to invite Bishop LD for him. But Pastor LY
refused it later because he has a connection with the Anglican Catholic Church
(ACC), a conservative communion split from the Episcopal Church in the United
States of America. Church F had maintained a range of 10-15 believers for years
until Pastor LY went back to US and dissolved the church.

Diverse Consequences Coming from Similar Strategy

The denominationalization movement has occurred in both Three-self churches
and the house churches since the beginning of 21st century. Although there are a few
denominational factors conserved in the TSPM, both of them have to reconstruct the
recognition of the movement in order to promote it further.

The Motivation

The denominationalization movement helps the Three-Self churches to re-
establish their reputation as “real church” instead of “government flunky.” To
compete with the House Church in expansion, the TSPM itself turns to be a burden
for the official churches’ development. The query whether Three-Self Church is
“real church” emerges occasionally (Wenger 2004). Denominationalization
movement is a good weapon for the TSPM to counterattack. Both Pastor GY and her
students emphasized that traditional ritual is not only profound and solemn but
symbolic, in that the church belongs to the One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic
Church. Preacher YY stated that the senior pastor in Kunshan Church believed that
the denominational rituals could attract more believers. It’s true. Recently, a group of
young urban believers has emerged in Shanghai. Normally they participate in the
youth fellowship in Shanghai Community Church each Wednesday, establish an
online group, and invite more believers to attend the denominational worship on the
first Sunday of every month. Obviously, the denominational symbols and knowledge
have produced unique religious capital, which will become more and more
important with the rise of competition in the contemporary Chinese religious
marketplace.

The situation in house churches is a little different. Most of the ministries there
are amateurs and the churches they established lacked convincing history. Although
priests like Bishop L and Pastor H have outstanding personal capabilities, they lack
the knowledge and experience in running an independent church. (Archbishop C has
encountered similar problems although the Church SY itself has a long history).
Anglican tradition provides them with both persuasive priesthood and ecclesiology,
including the institutions and rules a mature church should obey. Most of them
actually were converted from Calvinism because Holy Orders in Anglican tradition
is conducive for them to establish personal authority and hierarchy system to expand
their mission. In other words, the denominationalization movement has provided the
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newcomers with sufficient religious capital to occupy a position in the religious
market.

The Process of the Movement

Figure 2 shows the progress of the movement emerging and developing in both
the Three-Self Church and House Church. The most interesting outcome of the
analysis is that two different kinds of churches can cooperate with each other closely
to accomplish a common aim, which contradicts the impression most believers,
priests and scholars have about Christianity in China.

In Stage I while the priests in house churches (except Pastor LY) were amateurs.
Senior Three-Self priests like Pastor YJ and GF had supported them so much
including introducing the tradition of Anglican Church and senior people in the
TSPM to them. Without their help, it would be impossible for them to establish
denominational churches so quickly.

In Stage II, although the house church leaders still needed the Three-Self priests
to help them edit and publish the ritual books with legal licenses, there was
cooperation among them. Especially for Bishop C, since he was a newcomer in
TSPM, it was inevitable for him to cooperate with the house church priests who
possess overseas denominational resource. The celebration worship of the 90th
anniversary of Church SY was symbol of the cooperation.

In Stage III, the house church leaders had already produced enough religious
capital not only to occupy an advanced position in the religious marketplace but also
to spread their influence beyond their own churches. The Three-Self churches in
Shanghai felt threatened while the house church leaders tried to plant churches in
Shanghai with the name of Chinese Anglican Chuch (Zhong Hua Sheng Gong Hui).
Pastor GF began to accuse that the house churches in Zhejiang and Guangdong had
violated not only the government’s religious regulation but also the dogma of the
Anglican Church. He published all his criticism on Weibo, another popular online
social network in China.

Figure 2. The General Progress of the Denominationalization movement
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Figure 3 shows the social network in the denominational movement and Table 4
presents the social capital the major priests in the network possess. The formal,
direct, stable and permanent relationship is regarded as strong ties; while informal,
indirect and temporary relationship is regarded as weak ties. The priests from Three-
self churches have position in the local TSPM so that they have strong ties with the
local TSPM and the CC. According to Figure 1, the local TSPM and the CC have
strong ties with local RABs, but it isn’t necessary for the priests to have direct and
formal relationship with local RABs. Priests from Shanghai’s Three-self churches
are more senior in the TSPM and have closer relationship with the local TSPM and
the CC than Pastor LYF or Archbishop C have. It’s not clear whether they have
personal relationship with the local RAB cadres. But according to the formal
religious regulation, local RABs do not manage priests directly. Therefore, in this
paper no ties between cadres and these

Meanwhile, although almost all of the priests in this movement have been
ordained by Korean Bishop LD, only Pastor H claimed that his church and himself
were subordinate to Bishop LD. Therefore, Pastor H has strong ties with the
organization Bishop LD comes from and the others keep weak ties with it. The ties
between house church priests and the CEEC are similar, priests are taken into
account. Both Pastor QXL and Pastor H stated that Archbishop C had good “guanxi”
with local religious cadres in Taizhou. And Bishop L claimed that the religious cadre
in city S is one of his friends in the government. This kind of relationship is regarded
as weak ties in this paper.

Figure 3. The Social Network of the Denominational Movemen
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Table 3. The Religious Social Capital the Priests Possessing

Social Priest Pastor Pastor Pastor Archbishop C Bishop Pastor Pastor
Capital GF YJ QXL P L H LY
gl: dv:;h Local absent absent absent weak weak absent absent
ilsepvg/lltl‘;LC()éal strong strong strong strong absent weak absent
Tie with

gl‘;f'::tei:n weak absent absent weak weak strong strong
Organizations

Tie with other

Priests in the weak weak weak weak weak weak weak
Movement

Table 3 presents all of the religious social capital the major priests possess.
Obviously, Archbishop C has most ties with all other actors including local cadres,
local TSPM leaders, overseas Christian organizations and other priests from both
Three-Self and house churches, although only the ties with Taizhou TSPM and the
CC is strong. Pastor LY has the least social capital despite his strong ties with
CEEC.

Table 4 presents the evaluation of the achievement the priests have gained from
the denominationalization movement. Noticeably, the consequences are varied.

First of all, the strong ties with the TSPM and CC limits the priests to promote
the denominational movement. They have to be very cautious with the “Red line”.
Since there is no Anglican Bishop surviving today, it’s impossible for any priest to
be ordained with the Anglican doctrine in TSPM. Meanwhile, the Three-Self
principle forbids foreign communions from intervening in Chinese religious affairs
directly. In other words, it’s impossible for the priests from the TSPM to re-establish
Holy Orders. Pastor H and QXL stated that WRW had been removed from the senior
pastor position in Moore Memorial Church after being ordained by Bishop LD.
Moreover, they have to be very cautious not to be accused of “recovering
denominations” as well, because some leaders of the TSPM are still sensitive to this
term. All of the priests from the Three-Self churches, except Archbishop C, no
matter how high positions they occupy in the TSPM, stated that their purpose was to
recover tradition instead of denomination, although all of the factors they have
brought into the churches come from specific denominations. Most of the priests
from the Three-Self churches even refused to promote the movement in their own
churches to show that “they respect all different traditions”. Ironically, none of their
churches has any Anglican tradition in their history. On the contrary, Bishop L and
Bishop H claim to re-establish Chinese Anglican Church and continue to promote
the movement in other churches.

Table 4. The Evaluation of Achievement in Two Kinds of Churches
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Three-Self Church House Church
Priests Pastor Pastor Pastor Past Archbp Bishop Pastor H | Pastor
GF YJ QXL LYF C L LY
.Mlsswns None None None None 1 1 None None
in Charge
Churches
in Charge 1 1 1 2 1 1 3 0
Holy No No No No Yes Yes Yes -
Orders
The
Common
Prayer or Partly Partly Partly Yes Yes Yes No -
Liwen
Common
Lectionar
y and Partly Partly Partly Yes Yes Yes No -
Liturgical
year
Denomina
tional Partly Partly Partly Yes Yes Yes Partly
Worship

Secondly, the weak ties with local cadres are helpful for the priests to promote
the movement. Pastor LYF told me that the RAB didn’t care about what the priests
were doing inside the churches. The leaders in the local TSPM, on the contrary, have
the motivation and authority to intervene in the internal activity in churches.
According to the case of Bishop L while the local TSPM oppose the movement, the
ties with the local cadres play a significant role in preventing the TSPM leaders from
intervening. The informal mutual understanding shared by the church leaders and
the cadres provides a lot of autonomy for the churches’ development. This is the
reason why Archbishop C can promote the denomination and violate the “red line”
even though he is a Three-Self preacher.

Thirdly, the strong ties with foreign Christian organizations limit the priests as
well while the weak ties with these organizations have a positive effect. Pastor H
hasn’t been ordained as bishop and built up his own mission because he is formally
subordinate to Bishop LD and his organization and has to obey the rule of Anglican
Church. The strong ties with the CEEC wasn’t the reason why he refused to be
ordained by Bishop LD, but the aim of building up formal relationship with foreign
denominations stopped him from developing Church F in Shanghai. He insisted in
seeking to join a foreign conservative and episcopal denomination so that he made
his church obey the strictest rules of Anglican Church in history lest being rejected
for violating any regulation. On the contrary, Bishop C and Bishop L took advantage
of their weak ties with the CEEC and Bishop LD to produce plenty of spiritual
capital and develop their churches in a really short time. Pastor GF has taken many
Anglican factors into the Holy Communion worship in Shanghai Community
Church from Hong Kong as well. Today, it’s hard to distinguish the difference
between rituals in Guo’s church and those in the Church of England.
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Conclusion and Discussion

The rise of Protestant Christianity in contemporary China is a popular theme in
the study of social science. By studying the denominationalization movement based
on the Anglican tradition that arose both in the Three-Self Church and the House
Church, the paper presents not only the summary of the motivation and mechanism
of the movement, but also how the complex church-state relationship reshaped the
churches’ behavior.

First of all, the intense competition in the religious market in China is the major
reason why all these ministries promote the denominational movement. To occupy a
better position in the market, “religious companies” have to develop methods to
produce more high-quality religious capital. Three-Self churches have been accused
to be “fake churches” or “government flunkies” for historical and contemporary ties
with the government. Denominational factors are good tools for them to respond
against the accusation by proving they belong to the “real church”. Meanwhile,
house church leaders are short of convincing experience. Denominational factors
provide them not only the authority in religious fields but also the institutions to run
churches. Both the Three-self churches and house churches in the movement have
gained more reputation and higher positions in the religious market through the
movement. Followers from different Provinces visit Shanghai Community Church
and Moore Memorial Church to study doctrine and rituals. Zha Bei Church, which is
directed by QXL, is another “model church” for the reception of the foreign visitors.
And Church MT and SY have been the bases to train new priests to promote the
movement.

Secondly, there is more autonomy for priests who have more social capital to
create spiritual capital while the diverse church-state relationships have reshaped the
outcome of different social capitals. The ministries who have weak ties with local
cadres and TSPM will obtain most autonomy. The local RABs have no interest in
the internal affairs of the churches today, unless the churches challenge social
stability or there is special task being arranged by superior leaders. On the other
hand, the local TSPMs have the motivation and legal right to regulate the internal
activities in Three-Self churches so that the strong ties with the local TSPM and the
CC have negative impact. Analogously, the strong ties with foreign Christian
organizations limit the priests while the weak ties with them have positive outcome.

Thirdly, the relationship between Three-Self Church and House Church is
dynamic. The split of Three-Self Church and House Church originated from the
history of TSPM (Bays 2003). The bloodcurdling experience made traditional House
Church leaders lose trust in any element related to the TSPM. However, some
leaders of the new generation in House Church have a more flexible attitude toward
Three-Self Church as well as toward the government (Cao 2007). On the other hand,
the new generation in Three-Self Church doesn’t follow the regulation so rigidly.
Some of them will violate the rule while they believe it’s necessary and the risk is
not too high . The cooperation among new generation of priests from two sides is
feasible in contemporary China and the social network involving the priests from
both sides in this movement is the best evidence.

There are some other issues that need to be discussed. Why doesn’t Bishop C or
Bishop L have established churches in Shanghai since they have a lot of followers
from Shanghai and their churches are located so close to the city? Why have the
Three-Self preachers from Shanghai achieved less than Pastor LYF, although they
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are much more senior and possess more social capital? How can Bishop C and
Bishop L recruit followers from different provinces so quickly?

The factor of location may have some impact on the consequence. Most of the
churches in the county-levels have achieved the four criteria. The argument of
resource scarcity is helpful in exploring how the location factor works. Generally
speaking, for local governments, repression costs resources, including not only
ruling legitimacy, but also human resource and finance. The governments of county-
level areas have less resources to supply high wages to cadres to encourage them to
repress churches efficiently or to undertake the cost of unremitting monitoring. The
local governments in these places prefer to ensure the churches not to disturb the
“social harmony” through informal institution and norms (Wenger 2004). It’s easier
for church leaders in county-level areas to find chief local cadres and build up good
personal relationship with them. On the contrary, municipal governments in
developed cities hold enough resources to run an accurate and efficient repression
system to implement the social control policies. There is less motivation and more
risk for the cadres to keep ties with the House Church leaders. Further studies are
necessary to draw a credible conclusion.

Besides, the new communication technology has facilitated the development of
churches distinctly. Both the Three-Self churches and house churches enrolled in this
movement propagandize the denominational factors and recruit activists and
followers through online social network. Its importance is undisputed for the house
churches. The number of their followers online is much larger than the number of
local believers. And they hold some of the rituals on the Internet as well. Actually,
this trend belongs to a new religious phenomenon called the “Internet religion”
(Young 2004), which is beyond the range of this paper.

The denominationalization movement is happening at this moment in multiple
provinces in China. It’s impossible to study it completely in one paper. The purpose
of this paper is only to present a brief review and analysis. The conclusion needs to be
verified by more splendid scholars in the future.
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